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Hi Jeff. My apologies for not responding sooner, but it has been extremely busy
here. We appreciate the opportunity to review the tool. My main comments remain
unchanged from the workshop meeting, although I appreciate the improvements
made based on the workshop. I believe the PCB Exposure Estimation Tool will not
be sufficient to address the programmatic PCB in caulk issue because it does not
specifically address PCBs in caulk, or any other specific source. I also believe the
users of the tool will not have sufficient information to determine which sources they
need to address if the results of running the tool show that concerns. Hopefully the
Agency has set up a mechanism to assist with these questions. Finally, while
improvements have been made to the tool to assist users, it would be much better to
add a Graphical User Interface that would easily walk the user through the questions
needed to input data into the tool and interpret the results of the tool. I realize this
is on a fast track, and the incremental improvements made to the tool may be the
best that we can do at this time. Having said that, I believe this tool is based on
sound science and I really appreciate the effort that went into developing it so
quickly.

Cathy Fehrenbacher, CIH, Chief

Exposure Assessment Branch

USEPA/Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. (7406M)
Washington, DC 20460

Phone: 202-564-8551
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Subject: Fw: Review of PCB Exposure Estimation Tool

The purpose of this email is to ask your assistance with the review of
the attached PCB Exposure Estimation Tool. This tool is being
developed to help regional, state, and local health officials and exposure
assessors estimate total PCB exposures from background (non-school,
primarily residential) buildings and from potentially contaminated
schools or buildings.

Following our productive workshop August 27, 2009, we have made
several revisions to the tool. If you reviewed earlier versions, you will
notice that we have reorganized the worksheets in the tool, moving the
summary of total exposures forward and adding a "How-To" tab. We
have also moved to the "Inputs & Assumptions" worksheet, all
parameters for which users can provide their own values to represent
specific exposure scenarios and site-specific exposure assessments.
We have also set the starting or default values for the tool to reflect
background values for an uncontaminated school, and added exposure
estimates for younger children (ages 1 - <2, 2 - <3, 3 - <6).

We have been asked to finalize the development of this tool by Monday,
September 21. Unfortunately, this means we need your comments
preferably by COB today (Friday, September 18), but certainly no later
than early Monday morning. Please send your comments to me and to
Linda Phillips (phillips.linda@epa.gov).

My apologies for the Friday morning request and the short review cycle,
and my big thanks for helping us with the development of this tool.

Jeff

[attachment "PCBs-SchoolsDose.xIs" deleted by Cathy
Fehrenbacher/DC/USEPA/US]
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